THE PROCESS OF AVATARHOOD

lor so he governs all nature, the human included;

from within also he governs all nature, always, but
hidden; the difference here is that he is manifest, that
the nature is conscious of the divine Presence as the
Lord, the Inhabitant, and it is not by his secret will
irom above, "the will of the Father w^ich is in
heaven/' but bv his quite direct and apparent will
that he moves the nature. And here there seems to
be no room for the human intermediary; for it is by
resort to his own nature, prakriim svarn^ and not the
special nature of the Jiva that the Lord of all existence
thus takes upon himself the human birth.

This doctrine is a hard saying, a difficult thing
for the human reason to accept; and for an obvious
reason, because of the evident humanity of the Avatar.
The Avatar is always a dual phenomenon of divinity
and humanity; the Divine takes upon himself the
human nature with all its outward limitations and
makes them the circumstances, means, instruments of
the divine consciousness and the divine power, a
vessel of the divine birth and the divine works. But
so surely it must be, since otherwise the object of the
A\atar's descent is not fulfilled; for that object is
precisely to sh^v that the human birth with all its
limitations can be made such a means and instrument
of the divine birth and divine works, precisely to show
that the human type of consciousness can be com-
patible' with the divine essence of consciousness made
manifest, can be converted into its vessel, drawn into
nearer conformity with it by a change of its mould
and a heightening of its powers of light and love and
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